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1  8  9  5. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OE  THE 
LOCAL  BOARD  OE  WEST  DERBY. 


Gentlemen, — I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Third 
Annual  Report  on  the  Health  of  your  District  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1894.  In  1892,  the  lowest  Death  Rate  which  had 
ever  taken  place  was  then  recorded,  but  this  year,  in  face  of  much 
sickness  and  great  difficulties  in  dealing  with  it,  I  am  glad  to  state 
that  there  has  been  such  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  that 
we  again  record  the  lowest  Death  Rate  which  has  ever  taken  place 
in  the  District.  This  is  highly  satisfactory  and  is  an  eloquent 
commentary  on  the  unfair  attacks  which  were  directed  against  the 
District  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  which,  for  a  time,  did 
the  owners  of  property  and  traders  in  the  District  much  harm. 

Population. — The  estimated  population  for  the  year  was 
40,059,  and  the  total  number  of  births  registered  was  1,051,  of 
which  543  were  males  and  508  females,  and  giving  a  birth  rate  of 
26*02  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population.  The  births  in  1893 
were  1,118,  and  the  birth  rate  28*07  per  1,000.  We  have  thus  a 
decrease  in  the  birth  rate  of  2-05  per  1,000. 

Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  which  took  place  in  the 
District  for  1894  was  540,  of  which  264  were  males  and  276 
females,  and  giving  a  death  rate  of  13*48  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population.  The  number  of  deaths  in  1893  was  658,  and  the  death 
rate  16*52,  so  that  for  1894  we  have  had  118  fewer  deaths  than  in 
1893,  and  a  decrease  in  the  death  rate  of  3*04, 
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The  following  Tables  will  no  donbt  be  of  interest  in  showing 
the  death  rates  for  the  last  10  years  and  the  deaths  and  death 
rates  for  each  month  in  1894. 


1885  . 
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1,000. 
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y  y 
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y  y 

1892  . 
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Table  of  deaths  and  death  rate  for  the  year 


No.  of 
Deaths. 

Death 

Rate. 

No.  of 
Deaths. 

Death 

Rate. 

January . 

67 

19*8 

July  . . . 

31 

9T 

February  . 

40 

13-1 

August  . 

39 

11-4 

March . 

49 

14-4 

September  .  ... 

47 

14*2 

April  . 

43 

13-0 

October . 

49 

144 

May  . 

42 

12*3 

November 

41 

124 

June  . 

41 

12-4 

December . 

51 

L5-0 

The  540  deaths  have  been  classified  in  the  following  six 
groups,  and  the  causes  of  death  are  given  in  Table  I.  at  the  end 

of  this  Report : — 


MORTALITY  FROM  ALL  CAUSES  AT  SUBJOINED  AGES. 

Under  1 
Year. 

1  to  5 
Years. 

5  to  15 
Years. 

15  to  25 
Years. 

25  to  65 
Years. 

65  Years  and 
upwards. 

Total. 

139 

71 

24 

22 

177 

107 

540 
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The  139  deaths  of  children  under  1  year  represents  a  per¬ 
centage  of  25-74  of  the  total  deaths,  as  against  24-62  in  1893,  and 
the  infant  mortality  under  1  year  was  equal  to  132-25  per  1,000  of 
registered  births,  as  compared  with  144-9  per  1,000  in  1893.  On 
the  whole  there  would  appear,  on  examining  these  infant  death 
returns,  an  improvement,  but  the  Table  of  uncertified  deaths, 
composed  as  it  is  of  so  many  young  children,  still  shows  that  much 
neglect  prevails  and  will  prevail  until  death  registration  is  made 
less  easy,  and  the  people  educated  to  a  higher  sense  of  duty  in  the 
care  of  these  little  ones,  and  some  means  adopted  to  supply  proper 
food  and  clothing  where  necessary. 

Of  the  540  deaths,  493  were  certified  by  medical  men ;  27  or 
5  per  cent  were  not  certified  ;  and  20  or  3*7  per  cent  were  the 
subject  of  coroners’  inquests  ;  so  that  about  8-7  per  cent  were  not 
certified  in  the  usual  way  by  medical  men.  Of  the  27  uncertified 
deaths,  11  were  under  1  year,  and  1  just  12  months  old. 

The  following  Tables  give  the  particulars  of  uncertified  deaths 
and  inquests  during  the  year.  While  the  causes  of  death  in  many 
cases  are  self-evident,  a  study  of  the  uncertified  deaths  makes  one 
wish  that  more  exact  information  as  to  causes  of  death  had  been 
recorded.  It  is  scarcely  natural  for  a  child  to  die  at  8  years  with¬ 
out  some  disease  and  medical  attention.  As  in  past  years  so  it  is 
this  year,  Convulsions  and  “Natural  Causes”  claim  most  of  the 
uncertified  deaths. 
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DEATHS  NOT  CERTIFIED  BT  MEDICAL  PRACTITIONERS. 


Sex. 

Age. 

Supposed  Cause  of  Death. 

Female  . 

4  months . 

Whooping  Cough. 

Male  . 

12  years . 

Congestion  of  Lungs. 

Female  . 

11  months . 

Convulsions  and  Infantile  Debility. 

Female  . . 

8  years . 

Natural  Causes. 

Female  . 

35  years  . 

Bronchitis 

Female  . 

50  years  . 

Natural  Causes,  Brights  Disease, 
Dropsy,  Bronchitis. 

Male  . 

68  years  . 

Natural  Causes. 

Male  . 

3  minutes  . . 

Premature  Birth. 

Male  . . 

11  months . 

Convulsions. 

Female  . 

70  years . 

Heart  Disease. 

Male  . 

64  years . 

Bursting  of  a  Varicose  Vein. 

Female  . 

58  years . 

Heart  Failure. 

Convulsions. 

Natural  Causes. 

Male  . 

1  month  . 

Female  . 

8  months . 

Male  . 

1  month  . 

Convulsions. 

Natural  Causes,  Failure  of  Heart. 

Female  . 

53  years  . 

Female  . 

77  years . 

Syncope. 

Male  . 

45  years  . 

Heart  Disease. 

Female  . 

35  years . 

Heart  Disease. 

Male  . 

40  years . 

Natural  Causes,  Fit. 

Female  . . . 

4  months . 

Probably  Diarrhoea. 

Male  . 

10  days  . 

Probably  Convulsions. 

Male  .  . . 

58  years . 

Natural  Causes,  Paralysis. 

Female  . 

68  years  . 

Apoplexy. 

Female  . 

14  hours  . 

Probably  Convulsions. 

Female  . 

12  months . 

Probably  Epileptic  Convulsions. 

Female  . 

4  months . 

Convulsions. 
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INQUESTS.— 1894. 


Sex. 

Age. 

Supposed  Cause  of  Death. 

Female  . . . 

60  years  . 

Found  Unconscious  in  the  yard  of  her 
dwelling  house,  Died  from  exposure. 

Male  . 

54  years  . 

Found  Dead  in  bed,  Syncope,  accelera¬ 
ted  by  intemperate  habits. 

F emale  . . . 

50  years  . 

Found  Dead  in  sitting  room,  Congestion 
of  Lungs  and  Syncope,  accelerated  by 
habits  of  intemperance. 

Female  ... 

51  years  . 

Erysipelas  set  up  by  Injuries  by  falling 
on  Edge  Lane  Station  Platform,  Acci¬ 
dent. 

Female  . . . 

21  years  . 

Died  Suddenly,  Natural  Causes,  Ceretral 
Haemorrhage. 

Female  . . . 

9  months  . 

Scalds  received  by  Upsetting  a  Tea-pot 
upon  herself,  Accident. 

Female  ... 

40  years  . 

Found  Dead  in  a  Grid,  having  Injured 
herself  in  attempting  to  get  into  the 
house  by  the  coal  grid,  Accident. 

Male  . 

38  years  . 

Died  whilst  Operation  for  Tracheotomy 
was  being  performed,  Natural  Causes, 
Spasm  of  Glottis. 

Male  . 

25  years  . 

Effects  of  Revolver  Shot,  Suicide,  Un¬ 
sound  Mind. 

Male  . 

50  years  . 

Injuries  to  Head  by  falling  from  his  cab, 
Accident. 

Male  . 

90  years  . 

Injuries  by  falling  downstairs,  Acci¬ 
dent. 

Male  . 

9  years  . 

Knocked  down  and  run  over  by  horse 
and  shandry,  Accident. 

Male  . 

24  years  . 

Effects  of  Drinking  Carbolic  Acid  in 
Mistake  for  Beer,  Misadventure. 

Female  ... 

77  years  . 

Concussion  and  Compression  of  Brain, 
the  result  of  Injuries  received  28tli 
June,  how  received  not  shown,  Post- 
Mortem. 

Male  . 

About  40  years 

Found  Drowned  in  pond  of  water.  In 
water  some  weeks. 

Male  . 

16  years  . 

Died  Suddenly,  Natural  Causes,  Conges¬ 
tion  of  Lungs,  probably  acceJerated 
by  exposure,  Post-Mortem. 

Male  . 

11  years  ........ 

Drowned  whilst  Bathing  in  a  pit  of 
water,  Accident. 

Male  . 

48  years  . 

Found  Dead  in  Bedroom,  Prussic  Acid 
Poisoning,  Suicide,  Unsound  Mind. 

Female  ... 

44  years  . 

Compression  of  Brain  set  up  by  violence. 
How  caused  not  shown,  Post-Mortem. 

Female  ... 

57  years  . 

Found  Dead  in  Bedroom,  Suffocation, 
Accident. 
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PEE  VALENCE  OE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act  has  now  been  in 
operation  for  two  years  and  continues  an  invaluable  means  of  con¬ 
trolling  the  spread  of  Infectious  disease.  Generally  speaking,  it 
has  worked  well  and  smoothly,  with  a  few  exceptions.  While 
the  medical  profession  has  materially  assisted  in  the  proper 
carrying  out  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  and  the  consequent  pre¬ 
vention  of  disease  at  the  same  time,  it  is  certain  that  notifications 
are  occasionally  delayed  and  that  cases  escape  observation  and 
notification  through  the  want  of  medical  attention.  This  was 
emphasised  in  two  families  towards  the  close  of  the  year  where 
sickness  existed  supposed  only  to  he  Diarrhoea,  and  where 
through  no  precaution  being  taken  the  sickness  spread  and  was 
eventually  certified  as  Typhoid  Fever.  All  these  cases  were 
removed  to  the  Hospital  with  the  result  that  at  the  close  of  the 
year  there  were  no  more  cases  in  these  families  or  the  streets 
where  they  resided.  Early  notification  and  removal  of  all  Typhoid 
cases  in  small  houses  is  an  absolute  necessity  in  preventing  the 
spread  of  this  disease. 

The  year  which  opened,  in  common  with  other  Districts,  with 
a  considerable  prevalence  of  infectious  disease,  closed  with  a  great 
decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  in  the  District,  which  by  the  aid 
of  Hospital  accommodation  it  is  hoped  will  continue. 

All  houses  where  infectious  cases  were  notified  from  were 
visited,  the  Sanitary  state  put  right  and  finally  disinfected  with 
Liquid  Sulphur  Dioxide,  which  still  continues  to  give  satisfaction 
as  a  safe,  efficient  and  convenient  method  of  disinfecting.  The 
bedding,  up  to  October,  was  disinfected  at  the  Board’s  dry  air 
stove  and  since  then  in  the  Washington  Lyons  disinfector  at  the 
Hospital. 
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TABLE  I. 

TABLE  SHOWING  ALL  THE  KNOWN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1894. 


Jany. 

1 

j  March  | 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

> 

o 

Dec. 

Total. 

Small  Pox . 

.  .  • 

.  .  • 

1 

.  •  . 

•  .  • 

.  •  . 

1 

.  •  • 

• .  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

28 

26 

23 

12 

14 

9 

4 

17 

7 

14 

31 

12 

197 

Diphtheria  . 

5 

6 

... 

... 

1 

1 

1 

... 

2 

... 

... 

... 

16 

Membranous  Croup 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Nil. 

Typhoid  Fever . 

6 

5 

3 

7 

4 

2 

2 

5 

4 

4 

7 

12 

61 

Typhus  Fever . 

2 

10 

4 

1 

... 

1 

V  » 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

19 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

1 

... 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

2 

Continued  Fever.. 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Erysipelas . 

4 

3 

3 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

3 

1 

5 

2 

26 

Cholera  (English) . . . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

.. . 

... 

... 

1 

•  • 

... 

•  •  • 

1 

Totals . 

46 

50 

36 

22 

21 

13 

8 

24 

17 

19 

43 

26 

325 

TABLE  SHOWING  ALL  THE  KNOWN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  DURING  THE 

YEAR  1893. 


Before 
Notification 
came  into 
force. 

After  Compulsory  Notification  came  into  force. 

Jany. 

Feb. 

1  to  16 

Feb. 

17  to  28 

Mar. 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct, 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total 

Small  Pox . 

1 

2 

3 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

13 

4 

7 

21 

6 

14 

18 

32 

11 

25 

31 

34 

28 

244 

Diphtheria  . 

1 

1 

2 

3 

3 

4 

2 

7 

4 

1 

1 

29 

Membranous  Croup  . 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

Typhoid  Fever . 

2 

1 

1 

1 

5 

7 

6 

3 

4 

11 

10 

9 

9 

69 

Typhus  Fever . 

1 

10 

9 

20 

Puerperal  Fever . 

1 

1 

Erysipelas . 

2 

2 

6 

7 

2 

2 

3 

7 

31 

Totals . 

16 

6 

9 

28 

17 

30 

34 

39 

19 

47 

58 

61 

39 

403 

From  these  Tables  it  will  be  seen  that  there  was  a  great 
decrease  in  the  prevalen  ie  of  infections  diseases  for  the  year,  as 
compared  with  1893,  th  decrease  being  chiefly  in  Scarlet  Fever, 
Diphtheria,  and  Typhr  id  Fever.  One  curious  feature  was  the 
total  disappearance  of  Membranous  Croup  for  the  year.  The 
large  number  of  Typhoid  cases  in  November  and  December  is 
chiefly  accounted  for  as  has  already  been  stated,  by  two  families, 
where  the  first  cases  escaped  observation  and  where  consequently 
no  precautions  were  taken  to  prevent  the  disease  spreading. 
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HOSPITAL  POP  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES, 

Mill  Lane,  Old  Swan. 


In  October,  tbe  West  Derby  and  Wavertree  Hospital  for 
Infections  Diseases  was,  after  much  unlooked  for  and  unavoidable 
delay  opened,  and  soon  proved  the  need  for  it  in  the  District  and 
the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  such  an  Institution.  While  two  of 
the  blocks  were  found  to  be  comfortable  it  was  found  perfectly 
impossible  during  stormy  weather  to  use  with  comfort  or  safety 
the  isolation  block,  on  account  of  the  ward  doors  having  no 
vestibule  or  other  protection  to  prevent  rain  or  snow  blowing  into 
the  wards.  The  joint  Committee,  therefore,  have  wisely  decided 
to  erect  closed  verandahs  as  a  necessary  protection  to  the  wards, 
and  these  verandahs  are  to  be  so  constructed  that  they  can,  during 
fine  weather,  be  completely  opened. 

The  following  infectious  cases  were  treated  in  the  new 
Hospital  from  the  time  of  opening  to  the  31st  December. 


West  Derby 
Cases. 

Wavertree 

Cases. 

Totals. 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

21 

3 

24 

Typhoid  Fever  . 

10 

10 

Totals . 

31 

3 

34 

There  were  2  deaths ;  1  Scarlet  Fever  and  1  Typhoid  Fever, 
both  belonging  to  West  Derby. 


DEATHS  FROM  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 


The  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  caused  72  deaths,  being 
3  less  than  in  1893,  and  giving  an  annual  rate  of  1*79  per  1,000 
for  1894,  as  compared  with  P88  in  1893.  These  figures  are  very 
gratifying  considering  the  difficulties  which  had  to  be  contended 
with  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  when,  for  a  time,  we  were 
unable  to  get  cases  into  the  Hospital. 
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Table  showing  deaths  from  seven  chief  Zymotic  Diseases  in 
each  month  during  1894 


Disease. 

• 

S' 

CD 

March 

April 

V*\J 

a 

CD 

pi 

•“3 

r— H 

2 

6b 

pi 

Sept. 

Oct. 

> 

o 

525 

Dec.  1 

Total. 

Measles  . 

1 

1 

6 

•  •  • 

1 

,  ,  , 

1 

2 

•  •  . 

1 

•  •  • 

13 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

4 

2 

2 

... 

2 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

2 

13 

Diphtheria  . 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

1 

... 

•••. 

•  •  • 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

1 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

4 

11 

*Typhus  Fever... 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

•  • 

... 

3 

^Typhoid  Fever.. 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

2 

10 

Diarrhoea  . 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

8 

5 

1 

... 

1 

18 

Small  Pox . 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Nil. 

Totals... . 

12 

6 

12 

3 

4 

2 

1 

12 

8 

1 

2 

9 

72 

*  Typhoid  and  Typhus  Fevers,  which  are  here  given  separately,  are 
generally  classed  under  the  one  heading — Fever,  and  therefore  count  as 
one  of  the  seven  chief  Zymotics. 


The  following  Table  shows  the  deaths  and  death  rates  from 
Zymotic  Diseases  during  the  last  five  years  - 


Disease. 

1890. 

i 

1891. 

1892. 

1893. 

1894. 

Small  Pox . . . 

Measles . 

40 

16 

13 

1 

13 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

32 

9 

7 

7 

13 

Diphtheria  . . . 

6 

2 

5 

5 

4 

Whooping  Cough  . 

12 

10 

11 

9 

11 

Fever . 

3 

10 

7 

11 

13 

Diarrhoea  . 

17 

13 

16 

42 

18 

Total  Deaths  ... 

110 

60 

59 

75 

72 

Death  rate  per  1,000  ... 

2-95 

1-56 

1-51 

1-88 

1-79 
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The  following  Table  shows  how  the  District  compares  with 
the  County  and  other  Sanitary  Districts  in  1893.  The  year  1894 
shows  a  slight  decrease  in  the  rate  for  the  seven  Zymotic  Diseases. 
Both  1893  and  1894  show  the  West  Derbv  District  with  a  much 
lower  rate  than  the  average  of  either  Rural  or  Urban  Rates  : — 


DEATH  RATE  PER  ,000. 


Seven  principal 
Zymotic 
Diseases. 

Small  Pox. 

Measles. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

_  i 

Diphtheria. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Fever. 

Diarrhoea. 

1893. 

County  of  Lancaster... 

2-85 

0-04 

0-58 

0-32 

0T3 

0-25 

0-28 

1-21 

Urban  Sanitary 

Districts... 

3-02 

0-04 

0-63 

0-34 

0T3 

0-27 

0-29 

1-30 

Rural  Sanitary 

Districts... 

2-02 

0-04 

0-32 

0-25 

0T6 

0  20 

0-20 

0-77 

England  and  Wales... 

2-47 

0-04 

0-36 

0-23 

0'30 

032 

0-23 

0-96 

Local  Board  of  West 
Derby... 

1-88 

•  •  • 

0‘02 

0T7 

0T2 

0‘22 

0.27 

1-05 

1894. 

Local  Board  of  West 
Derby... 

1-79 

... 

0*32 

0-32 

0-09 

0-27 

0-32 

0-44 

SMALL  POX. 

During  the  year  2  cases  were  notified.  One  came  from  a 
district  at  a  distance  where  the  disease  was  prevalent,  but  it  was 
not  possible  to  trace  the  source  of  the  other.  There  were  no  deaths. 

MEASLES. 


There  were  13  deaths,  and  a  death  rate  of  32  per  1,000 
during  the  year,  as  compared  with  1  deatli  and  a  death  rate  of  *02 
per  1,000  in  1893.  The  secondary  and  real  causes  of  death  were 
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mostly  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia.  Much  could  he  done  to  pre¬ 
vent  these  chest  affections  and  deaths,  by  early  isolation  and  more 
careful  nursing  till  all  symptoms  of  the  disease  have  disappeared. 
Yearly  attention  should  be  directed  to  this  so  that  the  public  may 
be  roused  to  the  need  for  more  care  to  be  exercised  when  this 
disease  breaks  out  n  a  family. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

During  the  year  there  were  13  deaths  due  to  this  disease, 
which  was  equal  to  a  death  rate  of  '32  per  1,000.  Last  year  there 
were  7  deaths,  and  although  these  figures  show  an  increase  for  the 
year  they  compare  very  favourably  with  other  Urban  Sanitary 
Districts.  In  several  families  the  want  of  early  detection  and 
isolation  were  the  means  of  the  disease  spreading  unnecessarily 
through  the  families,  and  it  is  also  to  be  feared  that  the  disease 
spreads  from  Districts  where  compulsory  notification  is  not  in  force. 
The  Act  should  be  made  compulsory  over  the  whole  country. 
Compulsory  notification  with  Hospital  accommodation  towards  the 
close  of  the  year  were  invaluable  in  controlling  the  spread  of 
disease,  and  in  the  future  it  is  earnestly  hoped  that  the  public  will 
at  once  avail  themselves  of  Hospital  accommodation  when  the 
disease  shows  itself,  as  the  best  means  of  stamping  it  out  and 
saving  life. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

Diphtheria  caused  4  deaths,  and  a  death  rate  of  ‘09  per  1,000. 
In  1893  the  number  of  deaths  was  5,  and  the  death  rate  T2  per 
1,000.  If  the  notifications  for  the  year  are  compared  with  1893, 
it  will  be  seen  that  this  disease  was  less  prevalent  during  1894, 
and  that  during  six  months  of  the  year  the  District  was  free  from 
any  fresh  cases.  In  nearly  all  the  houses  where  the  disease  was, 
serious  sanitary  defects  were  found,  such  as  badly  constructed 
privies  placed  too  near  the  houses,  old  pan  closets,  defective  drain 
traps,  and  down  spouts  terminating  near  and  below  the  level  of 
bedroom  windows.  In  some  houses  very  considerable  alterations 
had  to  be  made  in  order  to  put  them  in  a  sanitary  condition. 
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TYPHOID  FEVER. 

Typhoid  Fever  caused  10  deaths,  being*  ecjual  to  a  death  rate 
of  *24  per  1,000,  as  against  9  deaths  and  a  death  rate  of  *22  in 
1893.  Though  this  is  a  very  slight  increase  in  the  number 
of  deaths,  yet  the  total  number  notified  during  the  year  was  less 
than  took  place  in  1893.  I  have  already  alluded  to  the  spread  of 
this  disease  in  two  families  through  first  cases  not  being  detected 
and  notified,  but  I  may  here  also  add  that  one  of  the  deaths  was 
that  of  a  woman  in  Hospital,  who  had  been  nursing  a  child  which 
she  supposed  had  another  ailment,  and  which  no  doubt  suffered 
from  Typhoid  Fever.  The  house  of  this  woman  had  previously 
been  inspected  and  the  joints  of  the  water  closet  soil  pipe  found 
bad,  the  closet  itself  very  foul  and  the  yard  very  dirty.  With 
regard  to  the  other  cases  I  may  say  that  rather  more  cases  than 
usual  were  cases  imported  into  the  District,  some  having  been  con¬ 
tracted  at  the  sea-side.  Those  cases  which  apparently  were 
contracted  in  the  District  were,  with  few  exceptions,  living  at 
houses  where  grave  defects  existed  in  the  sanitary  arrangements, 
and  where  the  drainage  had  to  be  entirely  reconstructed.  In  a 
very  few  cases  the  houses  and  sanitary  arrangements  were  in  good 
order  and  kept  very  clean. 

TYPHUS  EE  YE  11. 

There  were  3  deaths  in  the  District  caused  by  Typhus  Fever, 
which  was  equal  to  a  death  rate  of  *07,  as  compared  with  2  deaths 
and  a  death  rate  of  *05  per  1,000  in  1893,  and  1  death  in  1892. 
Of  the  3  deaths,  2  took  place  in  January  and  1  in  August.  The 
latter  case  died  the  day  after  notification  and  no  information  could 
be  got  as  to  its  origin.  Since  then  there  have  not  been  any 
further  outbreaks  of  the  disease.  The  disease  was  first  brought 
into  the  District  from  Liverpool  towards  the  end  of  1893,  and  con¬ 
tinued  in  about  four  streets  during  the  following  winter,  and  till 
we  were  afforded  Hospital  accommodation  which  finally  stamped 
it  out.  The  Inspector  of  Nuisances  and  myself  had  great  difficulty 
in  dealing  with  the  families  where  the  disease  existed.  Daily 
visits,  and  sometimes  more  frequent,  were  paid  in  order  to  prevent 
the  spread  of  the  disease. 
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DIABRHCEA. 


Diarrhoea  caused  18  deaths  and  a  death  rate  of  *44  per  1,000. 
This  is  less  than  half  of  what  took  place  in  1893.  Then  the  deaths 
were  42  and  the  death  rate  1*05  per  1,000.  The  largest  number 
of  deaths  from  this  disease  took  place  in  August  and  September, 
and  at  the  following  ages  :  1 1  under  1  year,  6  between  1  and  5 
years,  and  1  between  25  and  65  years.  This  latter  case  took  place 
in  September,  and  being  notified  as  Cholera,  every  precaution  was 
taken  to  prevent  its  spread  and  a  Bacteriological  examination  was 
at  once  carried  out,  which  fortunately  proved  the  case  to  be 
Diarrhoea. 


WHOOPING  COUGH. 

This  disease  caused  11  deaths  and  a  death  rate  of  *27  per 
1,000.  In  1893  there  were  9  deaths  and  a  death  rate  of  -22  per 
1,000.  The  deaths  took  place  in  January,  February,  March, 
September,  November,  and  December,  and  were  mostly  com¬ 
plicated  with  Chest  Affections  and  Convulsions. 

MEMBRANOUS  CROUP. 

It  is  curious  to  note  that  there  was  not  a  single  case  notified 
nor  a  death  during  the  year.  In  1893  there  were  4  deaths  and  a 
death  rate  of  *10  per  1,000. 

INFLUENZA. 

This  disease  caused  4  deaths,  the  death  rate  being  *09  per 
1,000.  In  1893  there  were  8  deaths  and  a  death  rate  of  *20  per 
1,000.  These  deaths  happened  in  January,  February,  June,  and 
July,  and  only  in  one  case  was  there  any  secondary  chest  affection. 
Though  these  deaths  were  returned  as  primarily  due  to  Epidemic 
Influenza,  there  does  not  appear  from  the  death  returns  during  the 
year  to  have  been  any  evidence  of  an  epidemic  of  this  disease  any¬ 
where  in  the  District, 
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Date. 

Sex. 

Age. 

Profession. 

Disease. 

January  ... 

Female 

71  y’rs. 

Wife  of  a  Gardener  ... 

Epidemic  Influenza, 
Pneumonia. 

February. . 

Male  ... 

69  y’rs. 

Gardener . . 

Epidemic  Influenza, 
Anaemia  Perniciosa. 

June  . 

Female 

44  y’rs. 

Widow  of  Blacksmith. 

Epidemic  Influenza. 

July  . 

Female 

60  y’rs. 

Widow  of  a  Bank 
Clerk  . 

Epidemic  Influenza. 

PHTHISIS. 

Phthisis  caused  36  deaths  and  a  death  rate  of  *89  per  1,000. 
In  1893  the  number  of  deaths  was  40,  and  death  rate  l-0  per 
1,000.  Of  these  36  deaths,  6  were  between  5  and  15  years  of  age, 
4  between  15  and  25  years,  and  26  were  between  25  and  65  years. 


EESPIPATOPY  DISEASES  otheh  than  Phthisis. 

( Bronchitis ,  Pneumonia ,  Pleurisy .) 

These  diseases  caused  81  deaths,  and  a  death  rate  of  2-02,  as 
compared  with  131  deaths  and  a  death  rate  of  3-28  per  1,000  in 
1893. 


RHEUMATISM. 


Rheumatism  caused  3  deaths,  and  a  death  rate  of  *07  per 
1,000.  In  1893  5  deaths  and  a  death  rate  of  *12  per  1,000. 


CANCER. 

Cancer  caused  25  deaths,  and  a  death  rate  of  *60  per  1,000. 
In  1893  there  were  17  deaths  and  a  death  rate  of  -42  per  1,000, 
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Bakehouses. — These  have  been  inspected  during  the  year  and 
found  to  be  kept  in  rather  better  order.  Notices  were  served  on 
most  of  the  occupiers  to  cleanse  and  limewash  and  to  repair  various 
sanitary  defects.  Of  about  40  bakehouses  visited  4  were  found  to 
be  very  dirty.  In  former  years  I  have  spoken  against  the  use  of 
cellars  in  any  shops  being  used  for  bakehouses.  They  should  all 
be  on  the  ground-level,  well  lighted  and  ventilated,  with  floors, 
walls,  and  ceilings,  as  carefully  made  as  the  best  kitchen. 
Cleanliness  should  however  not  stop  here,  but  the  most  rigid 
cleanliness  should  be  insisted  on  amongst  those  who  work  there. 


Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — These  have  been  inspected  during 
the  year.  Although  year  after  year  the  attention  of  the  occupiers 
has  been  drawn  to  the  need  for  cleanliness,  better  lighting,  and 
good  ventilation,  to  insure  the  health  of  the  cows,  yet  it  is  disap¬ 
pointing  to  find  that  so  many  notices  are  required  to  keep  the 
different  cowsheds  in  order.  Keeping  these  animals  in  dirty, 
badly  ventilated  places,  is  not  only  bad  for  their  health  and  the 
milk  supply,  but  is  cruel.  Is  it  right  that  animals,  on  whose  good 
health  so  much  depends,  should  be  kept  constantly  tied  up  in 
small  ill  ventilated  sheds  and  no  daily  out-door  exercise  allowed  ? 
Common  sense  and  humanity,  apart  from  health  considerations, 
say  no.  Cowkeeping  in  crowded  parts  of  large  towns  should  not 
be  allowed ;  they  should  only  be  kept  where  there  is  plenty  of 
room  to  let  them  out  daily  for  exercise  and  fresh  air,  and  thus  aid 
in  a  healthy  milk  supply.  In  addition  to  inspection  of  cowsheds, 
the  cows  should  also  be  frequently  examined  by  an  official 
Veterinary  Surgeon  in  order  to  prevent  any  diseased  animal  being 
used  for  milk  supply. 


Slaughter  Houses. — These  have  been  regularly  inspected, 
found  in  fairly  good  order,  and  notices  to  limewash  all  of  them, 
and  repair  one  have  been  served.  All  slaughter  houses  in  the 
hands  of  private  individuals  should  be  abolished. 
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Offensive  Trades. — There  are  still  two  bone  boiling  places 
which  have  been  inspected  during  the  year,  and  except  on  one 
occasion  wTere  kept  in  good  order.  A  strong  warning  was  given  to 
be  more  careful  in  the  future  in  the  working,  otherwise  proceedings 
would  be  taken  to  stop  the  work.  One  application  to  establish 
soap  works  was  refused.  An  application  was  received  to  establish 
a  cod  oil  boiling  business,  but  on  account  of  its  offensive  nature 
the  Board  wisely  refused  its  sanction. 

Conversion  of  Privies  into  Water  Closets.— During  the 
year  much  attention  has,  as  in  recent  years,  been  given  to  this 
work,  and  167  privies  have  been  converted  into  water  closets. 
The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  privy  conversions  during 
the  last  three  years  :  — 


In  1892  . . .  383 

1893  .  341 

1894  . .  167 


Total .  891 


As  none  of  these  were  properly  constructed,  nor  situated  far 
enough  from  dwelling  houses,  it  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  great 
benefits  to  public  health  which  these  alterations  must  have  brought 
about,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  oppositions  to  these  con¬ 
versions,  is  practically  a  thing  of  the  past,  thus  showing  on  the 
part  of  owners  of  property  and  others  a  more  intelligent  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  dangers  to  health  of  tenants  of  houses  where  such 
filthy  and  badly-constructed  buildings  exist.  During  the  year  it 
was  not  necessary  to  go  on  with  proceedings  to  ensure  any  of  the 
conversions  being  carried  out. 

Flushing  and  Cleansing  of  Sewers  and  House  Drains.— 
This  most  necessary  work  is  still  systematically  carried  on  at  an 
annual  cost  of  about  £500,  by  a  staff  of  six  men  under  the  super¬ 
vision  of  the  Surveyor.  Many  defects  such  as  stoppages  and 
leakages  in  drains  are  found  out  by  this  work  and  reported 
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regularly  to  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  who  serves  the  usual 
notices  requiring  the  drains  to  he  put  in  order.  The  erection  of 
sewer  ventilating  shafts  has  also  been  carried  on  and  had  smells 
are  now  very  seldom  complained  of  to  the  Board.  Another  great 
improvement  will  he  carried  out  next  year,  when  the  Board  pro¬ 
pose  to  enlarge  one  of  the  main  sewers  to  the  Farm. 

Removal  of  Ash-Pit  and  other  Kinds  of  Refuse. — As 
stated  in  last  year’s  Report,  the  objectionable  practice  of  using 
tips  for  the  refuse  has  been  discontinued.  The  Destructor  has 
done  the  work  of  burning  the  refuse  most  efficiently.  Some  bad 
smells  said  to  have  emanated  from  it  have  been  traced  to  a  trade 
which  is  carried  on  in  the  District,  and  which,  if  continued,  will 
lead  to  legal  proceedings  being  taken. 

Paving  of  Back  Passages. — Extensive  and  most  necessary 
improvements  continue  to  be  made  in  the  back  passages.  The  use 
of  boulder  pavement  seems  to  linger  long  in  the  hearts  of  some, 
probably  for  financial  reasons,  but  surely  not  in  the  interest  of 
public  health.  These  passages  cannot  be  too  well  paved.  The 
better  they  are  done  and  kept  clean,  the  better  it  will  be  for  the 
health  and  respectability  of  the  District.  The  Board  cannot  be  too 
urgently  asked  to  go  on  with  this  good  work,  nor  can  they  be  too 
highly  commended  for  the  progress  they  have  made  in  recent 
years. 

Water  Supply. — The  District  is  now  well  supplied  with 
water  from  the  Liverpool  Corporation  mains.  The  work  of  laying 
pipes  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Carr  Lane  and  Newhall  Lane,  which 
was  begun  in  1893,  was  completed  early  in  this  year. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act. — The  County  Police  give  this  work 
their  constant  attention. 

Inspection  of  the  District. — All  parts  of  the  District  have 
been,  at  intervals,  visited  during  the  year,  houses  where  infectious 
diseases  existed  claiming  first  attention,  and  as  time  permitted,  a 
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large  house-to-house  visitation  has  been  carried  on.  This  mode 
of  examining  various  parts  of  the  District,  but  especially  small 
class  property,  does  much  good  in  getting  the  occupiers  to  keep 
their  houses  cleaner  (though  not  as  clean  as  is  desirable),  and 
in  finding  out  various  sanitary  defects  which  would  go  on  for  an 
indefinite  period,  as  people  seem  afraid  or  will  not  take  the  trouble 
to  complain.  Frequently  serious  defects  are  found  which  have 
existed  for  a  long  time,  such  as  choked  drains  and  broken  pans  of 
water  closets.  More  of  this  house-to-house  inspection  is  required, 
but  with  only  one  Inspector  of  Nuisances  this  is  impossible.  His 
work  has  been  much  increased  since  the  adoption  in  1893  of  the 
Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act,  as  the  following  figures  will 
show  : — 

1892.  1893.  1894. 

Number  of  Houses  Disinfected  .  74  ...  239  ...  263 

Total  Number  of  Beds,  Articles  of  Clothing,  &c.,  Disinfected...  2,606  ...  5,096  ...  7,193 

During  the  year  there  was  also  an  increase  of  43  in  the  number  of 
notices  served.  I  do  not  think  it  possible  nor  desirable,  with  the 
present  staff,  for  any  further  increase  in  the  work  to  take  place, 
otherwise  the  work  could  not  be  properly  supervised.  Before 
closing  this  very  condensed  Deport  of  the  work  done,  I  should  like 
to  allude  to  the  desirability  of  this  and  other  Health  Authorities 
establishing  some  means  of  carrying  on  Bacteriological  examina¬ 
tions,  in  cases  where  doubt  exists  as  to  the  diagnosis  of  some 
diseases.  If  this  were  adopted  it  is  certain  that  much  good  would 
be  done  for  the  public  health.  The  cost  to  each  authority  would 
be  small,  but  the  value  of  the  investment  would  be  very  great 
indeed  to  the  people. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


RICHARD  I.  RICHARDSON. 
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INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES’  REPORT. 


TO  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICES  OF  HEALTH. 


Public  Offices, 

January,  1895. 

Sir, 

The  following  is  a  report  of  the  work  carried  out  by  me,  and 
under  my  supervision,  during  the  year  1894. 

Notices  Served. — During  the  year  1,252  notices  have  been 
served  on  owners,  and  243  upon  occupiers,  to  abate  nuisances,  to 
cleanse  houses  after  infectious  diseases,  to  cleanse  slaughter¬ 
houses,  shippons,  and  dairies,  and  for  other  sanitary  matters.  The 
total  number  of  notices  served  was  1,495,  an  increase  of  43  on  the 
number  served  in  1893. 

Summonses. — During  the  year  82  summonses  have  been  taken 
out  for  the  following  offences  : — Breach  of  nuisance  bye-laws,  1  ; 
breach  of  sub-let  house  bye-laws,  2  ;  disobeying  magistrate’s 
orders,  4  ;  smoke  nuisances,  2  ;  breach  of  cowsheds  and  dairies 
regulations,  1;  chimneys  on  fire,  55;  various  nuisances,  17. 
These  figures  show  a  decrease  of  15  summonses  as  compared  with 
those  taken  out  in  1893.  Of  the  above  summonses  10  were  with¬ 
drawn  before  the  day  fixed  for  hearing,  the  nuisances  having  been 
abated,  and  costs  paid  without  having  to  be  brought  before  the 
magistrates.  In  all  the  other  cases  convictions  were  obtained  and 
penalties  and  costs  were  inflicted,  or  magistrates’  orders  with  costs 
(as  the  circumstances  required),  were  made  upon  the  defendants, 
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Disinfecting. — During  the  year  263  houses  have  been  disin¬ 
fected  and  the  following  articles  have  been  removed  and  disinfected 
at  the  Board’s  stoves,  in  Green  Lane,  and  at  the  stoving  apparatus 
in  Mill  Lane,  belonging  to  the  West  Derby  and  Wavertree  Joint 
Hospital  Committee,  namely: — 314  beds;  559  mattresses  ;  2,299 
pieces  of  bedding  ;  4,021  pieces  of  wearing  apparel  and  other 
articles,  making  a  total  of  7,193.  The  above  figures  show  an 
increase  of  24  houses  disinfected  and  1,287  articles  stoved  more 
than  in  1893.  Previous  to  the  bedding,  etc.,  being  taken  to  Mill 
Lane  Hospital  to  be  stoved,  infected  bedding  and  other  articles 
were  brought  from  the  Wavertree  District  and  were  stoved  at 
Green  Lane,  the  cost  being  defrayed  by  the  Wavertree  Local 
Board. 

Common  Lodging  Houses  and  Sub-Let  Houses.— The  num¬ 
ber  of  these  houses  occupied  as  such  remains  about  the  same  as  in 
1893,  viz.  : — 13  common  lodging  houses  and  from  150  to  200  sub¬ 
let  houses.  These  houses  have  been  inspected  by  me  as  frequently 
as  the  time  at  my  disposal  would  permit.  The  regulations  with 
reference  to  limewashing  have  been  carried  out.  In  two  instances 
it  was  found  necessary  to  prosecute  the  keepers  of  sub-let  houses 
in  Whitef ord  Street,  off  W est  Derby  Load,  for  failing  to  keep  their 
house  in  accordance  with  the  sub -let  house  bye-laws. 

Bemoval  of  Ashes  and  Nightsoil. — During  the  year  I  have 
received  2,644  notices  to  empty  middens  and  ashpits.  These  were 
attended  to,  and  13,674  middens  and  ashpits  were  emptied  without 
notice,  making  a  total  of  16,318.  9,732  loads  of  ashpit  refuse  and 

260  loads  of  shop  and  trade  refuse  were  removed. 

167  privies  have  been  converted  into  water  closets,  and  there 
are  now  605  middens  and  4,739  ashpits  in  the  District. 

The  use  of  the  nightsoil  depot  at  Old  Swan  was  discontinued 
early  in  July  last,  and  since  then  the  whole  of  the  refuse  of  the 
District  has  been  carted  to  the  destructor,  to  the  depot  at  Club 
Moor,  and  to  various  farms  for  agricultural  purposes.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  loads  carted  to  destructor  was  5,469,  and  number  of  loads 
taken  to  depot  at  Club  Moor  was  1,884. 
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Removal  of  Trade  and  Shop  Refuse. — The  practice  of 
removing  trade  and  shop  refuse,  as  started  several  years  ago,  is 
still  carried  on,  and  is  a  great  convenience  to  the  shopkeepers  in 
the  District,  who,  previous  to  this  plan,  were  compelled  either  to 
throw  the  refuse  into  the  street  or  the  ashpit. 

Slaughter  Houses.— At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there 
were  five  registered  slaughter  houses  in  the  District,  and  they 
continue  to  the  present  time  to  be  used  as  such.  They  have  been 
regularly  inspected,  and  cleansed  and  limewashed  in  accordance 
with  the  bye-laws. 

The  Mortuary. — During  the  year  six  dead  bodies  have  been 
brought  from  various  parts  of  the  District  to  the  mortuary  in 
Green  Lane  to  await  the  coroner’s  inquest. 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies. — The  number  of  shippons  and 
dairies  in  the  District  remain  practically  the  same  as  in  1893. 
The  improvements  reported  in  1893  still  continue,  and  it  has  only 
been  necessary  to  take  proceedings  against  one  cowkeeper  during 
the  year.  The  District  has  been  free  from  any  outbreak  of  Pluro- 
Pneumonia  or  other  epidemic  among  cows. 

Inspection  of  the  District.— During  the  year  I  have  made 
4,187  visits  and  inspections,  either  in  the  course  of  house-to-house 
visitation  or  inspection  at  the  request  of  owners  or  occupiers  of 
premises.  These  visits  and  inspections  have  been  the  means  of 
discovering  1,192  nuisances,  all  of  which  have  been  abated,  and  it 
is  satisfactory  to  report,  that  with  very  few  exceptions  indeed,  the 
nuisances  have  been  abated  without  having  to  resort  to  extreme 
measures. 


GEORGE  WATSON, 


Inspector  of  Nuisances . 
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